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Urbandale Water Utility To Consider Path Forward For The 

Production Of Water 
 

The Urbandale Water Utility (UWU) has been diligently seeking out opportunities to control the 

ever-increasing cost of providing water to its customers.  

 

Since 1934 Urbandale has purchased all of its water from Des Moines Water Works (DMWW).  

In recent years the increase of wholesale rates has prompted the UWU Board of Trustees to look 

for other alternatives.   

 

Options 

 

Build Our Own Treatment Facility 

In 2010 the Board of Trustees hired McClure Engineering to perform a water feasibility study to 

locate possible raw water sources for Urbandale to build its own water treatment plant to control 

its own water rates.  The study located some quarries along the Des Moines river which would 

provide an adequate supply of water for years to come.  In 2012 the UWU purchased the quarries 

and land for the potential treatment plant.  In 2015 the Board of Trustees ask McClure to provide 

a Supply and Treatment Study to look at various treatment options and the cost of construction to 

produce drinking water on its own.   

 

Regionalization 

In 2016 the metro area communities began to look at the possibility of creating a Central Iowa 

Water Works (CIWW) which would produce all of the water for the entire metro region.  After 

years of deliberating and workshops the possibility of a regional water production is closer than 

ever before.  DMWW, West Des Moines Water Works (WDMWW), and the UWU have reached 

an agreement on a number of issues paving a path toward the development of a CIWW entity. 

The CIWW would be responsible for producing all the drinking water for the entire region.  Each 

entity would still be responsible for their own distribution systems, delivering water to their own 

customers, and setting rates based on their own individual needs.  CIWW would own all the 

water producing assets within five years.  Each entity would have a seat on the CIWW governing 

board and DMWW would have two seats because it represents more than 100,000 in population.   

 

Considerations   

The Financial considerations have shown a case for both.  The financial implications show that a 

treatment plant will create the need for double digit increases for the next 4 years to meet the 

debt service demands of a new 80-million-dollar treatment plant.  The long-range outlook would 

improve as the debt service drops off.  The case for regional is just the opposite. The short term 

is smaller rate increases but continue into the foreseeable future.  There are obviously non-
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financial considerations. Building and operating a treatment plant is no small task and one UWU 

takes very seriously.  Meeting future water quality standards that are ever changing, source water 

issues, staffing requirements. Regional would mean that UWU would only have one voice in 

metro decisions. We would participate in growth costs whether we need them or not.  This lists a 

few of the many consideration for the UWU Board of Trustees to sort through.  

 

Public Comment Sought 

 

A resolution will be considered by the UWU Board of Trustees at the January 12th meeting to 

consider joining DMWW, WDMWW in developing a 28E/28F contract for the formation of a 

Regional Water entity to oversee and produce drinking water to the metro area.  This resolution 

will only begin the process to developing a binding document.  If the resolution is approved it 

will take months to develop the contract.  There are many things that still have to be worked out 

if this new entity is to become a reality and the public will have time for public input along the 

way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


